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Court Deadlocks |

On Wzrelap Suit

-Agamst meom-.. 1.

“Washinglon Poak Statt Wettar - - -

A 'I‘he -Supreme. - Court - yesterday
deadlocked-on- the ‘cruciak issue of
whether ‘presidénts’ and‘ their” advisers
can. be sued - for- monehary aamag
wherr they ; vzolata the Jaw:? F54565.7
" The.. co ‘with‘.T-Jl‘Jsticé-',Wﬁlliam
'Rehnqumt not voting,- ‘split- £ to-4 over
.a.damage suit brought by former Na-
tional Security Couricil. staff aide Mor-
“ton Halperin against- former -president
“Nixon, - his- attorney. general, John N:
Mitchell, aad his chief of staff, HR.
:Haldeman, after Halperin " discovered
‘that.the Nixon White House had il-
“legally. tapped. his phones.” Rehnquist
worked for Mntchell at the time of the
;t&p& g ‘;n’& "“" ;
The txe vota automatwa]ly afﬁrms
the victory Halperin won in the lower
‘court, so he and his family may be
.able to. collect money from Nixon and
his former advisers. The’ issue of the
.amount, and whether.former national
:secuntyaffmrs adviser Henry A Kiss-
:inger must also pay, is up.to tha lower
‘courts, ., .
. +But’ ‘tie’ votes have no xmpact
:other cases and the government’s ar:
'gument, . that  presidents.and: - their
aides should - have - immunity - from
such, suits, ‘remains unresolved. 'The
-govemment contended - that. allowing
‘the suits,-as the Court of Appeals for
‘the - District - of Columbla ~did- in -the
"Halperin case, wuuld senously threaten _pres-]
xdenttal power, R L LY
Tha justices may answer- th& que;tmn next
year At the same time that they split on the
Ha]penn case yestardqy they- agreed to re:
s view a damage suit against Nixon brought by/
‘former Pentagon “whistle-blower” A Ernest|
*Fitzgerald . overhxs dxsmlsaal by the leonf
admmx.stratwn. R e e |
}

- Mark Lynch, Halpenns Amencan le :
Liberhes Union lawyer, said ywtexdqy he be-|;
: lieved Halperin would collect his‘money. But
“the Supreme Court could hold up any award,
and possibly ! even deny 1t, _depending on
-when and how the Jmtzces reaolve the mz-
‘gerald case next year. .. ki
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